Saint Aloysius Catholic Church

751 Academy Drive
Bessemer, Alabama 35022-5276
Telephone: 205-424-2984 Fax: 205-426-0089

E-Mail: staloysius@bellsouth.net

Website: www.staloysiuscc.org

Office Hours: Monday and Friday, 9:00 am - Noon
Tuesday — Thursday, 9:00 am — 3:00 pm (closed for lunch, Noon — 12:30 pm)

FEBRUARY 19™, 2023
SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

ADMINISTRATOR
Rev. Reju Pynadath Johny Office: 205-424-2984
Cell: 205-829-5933

(e-mail: rijupynadath@gmail.com)

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE & DIRECTOR of RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION

Mrs. Patricia Rector

(e-mail: staloysiusre@bellsouth.net)

205-568-5747

CHURCH OFFICE

(e-mail: staloysius@bellsouth.net) 205-424-2984

WEEKEND EUCHARIST

Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 8:30a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. (Spanish)
WEEKDAY EUCHARIST

Monday

Father celebrates his mass privately for your intention.
Tuesday 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday through Friday 8:30 a.m.

SACRAMENT of BAPTISM
Please contact Patricia Rector in the Church Office for
Baptismal Preparation (English & Spanish).

SACRAMENT of RECONCILIATION
Saturday 3:30 - 4:00 p.m. (or before and after daily Mass
except Sunday)

SACRAMENT of MARRIAGE

Couples planning marriage must meet with Father Reju
at least six months before your proposed date.
Weddings will not be performed after 2:00 p.m. or
before 6:30 p.m. on Saturdays.

SACRAMENT of ANOINTING of the SICK

The Church recommends this sacrament to all who are
seriously ill or in danger of death. Please call the Church
Office.

FUNERALS

In order to secure the services of a priest or the use of
the Church, it is necessary to contact the Church Office
before making arrangements with a funeral home.
Father Reju is ready to help with funerals.

SUNDAY BULLETIN

Deadline for new items Tuesday 3:00 p.m.
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PLEASE PRAY EOR

MASS INTENTIONS

If you need any assistance for the spiritual needs of the
sick or shut-in, or know someone who is well enough to
be removed from this list, please contact the Church
Office at (205) 424 2984, or email to:
staloysius@bellsouth.com.

OUR SICK February 20" — February 26™

Mary Catherine Mary Micastro (Y = Deceased)

Angie Cacciopo Thomas Hammett Monday (Private mass) | Feb 20" | Y Pat Lambert

Levi Wade ) P?te Mangione Monday (Private mass) | Feb 20" [ Y Norman Cacciatore

j\gxr:]nér:s::r)\io Cinthya Thaes Tuesday 5:30 pm Feb 21™ | Vickie Gavin
Tuesday 5:30 pm Feb 21" | Y Jack Chiarella
Wednesday 8:30 am | Feb 22" | Y Vincent Petix

HOMEBOUND SICK AND SHUT Wednesday 8:30 am | Feb 22" | Y Ronnie George

Nancy Franklin Ramona Pitesa Thursday 8:30 am Feb 23" [ 'Y Anne Wren

Robert Wilson Charlene Mareno Thursday 8:30 am Feb23™ | Y Martin LaRussa

Sue Nielsen Caroline Tamburello Friday 8:30 am Feb 24™ | Y All Souls in Purgatory

Robert Vincent Steve Tate Friday 8:30 am Feb 24™ | Bobbie Williams

John V. Jones Jr. Powell Thompson Saturday 4:30 pm___ | Feb 25" | Y James Bernard Dolan

Meredith Jones Marilyn West Sunday 8:30 am Feb 26" | Samuel Gugliotta

Dot Herald Sunday 11:00 am Feb 26" | Y Kathy Evans
Sunday 1:00 pm Feb 26" [ Jorge Cangrejo

NURSING RETIREMENT HOMES
| ASSISTED LIVIRESIDENTS

The Oaks on Parkwood
Rudy Cooper
Jean Sullivan

Plantation Manor
Claudia Charme
Kathryn Szafransky

MILITARY PRAYER LIST

Pray for our military who are deployed throughout the
world to fight for the freedom and security of our

country, including:

AIR FORCE
Blake Seidel
Daniel K. Hicks
Shea Hicks
James McKinney
Lance Rosser
Gabriel Petix
William Tortorice

U.S.INTELLIGENCE

Daniel Thomas
Dulce Rivera

ARMY

Joseph R. Chiarella
Jose Emmanuel Garcia

Call the Church Office at 205-424-2984 or send an e-mail
to staloysius@bellsouth.net with the names of the
military personnel and their branch of service to be
placed on or removed from this prayer list.

NOTE FROM THE OFFEMIESS INTENTIONS

Mass intentions are received weekly during office hours
by phone, email or by completing an office form and
dropping your offer in the Narthex drop box.

EMAIL PRAYER REQUESTS

Prayer is powerful and we need all the prayer warriors
that we can get. Sheila Zito e-mails prayer requests for
the parish, Mother of Christ Altar Guild, and the Choir.
If any parishioner has a prayer request or wishes to be
notified of other people’s requests, contact Sheila at
fsz321@bellsouth.net.

CHILDREN'S OFFERTORY ENVELOPES

Saint Aloysius Parish offers children's offertory envelope
for those families who wish them. They are available
after the weekend Masses in the Ministries Office or
during the week in the Church Office.

FIRE OF THE SPIRIT PRAYER GROUP

The Lord has blessed each of us abundantly by giving us
the gift of His Holy Spirit. Come learn how He desires to
work in your life every day. The group meets every
Thursdayof the month (except the 2nd Thursdgyn the
Church at 6:30 p.m. Come join us in prayer and worship
and release your gifts of the Holy Spirit! All are welcome.
For more information, please contact Kathy Tortorice at
(205) 531-0930 or kathytortorice@gmail.com.
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SAINT ALOYSIUS PARISH MISSION STATEMEN“
As Catholic Christians and members of the Parish Family
of Saint Aloysius Catholic Church, we are committed:

e To provide all our members (adults and youth)
opportunities for spiritual development through
worship, prayer, religious education and
social interaction.

e To spread the Word of God and support our
Parish Family with the gifts He has given us by
using our time, talent, and treasure to His glory.

e To strive continually to witness our faith as we
journey toward the future that God has
promised those who accept His Word.

e To reach out to the larger community of the
Diocese of Birmingham in Alabama and the
world.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS
Charles Ellis, Chairperson
Vickie Gavin, Vice Chairperson
Michael Tomberlin, Secretary
Gabriel Lopez
Phillip Galloway
Eddie Blanco
Kelly Whitson
Yolanda Ruiz

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL MEMBERS
Gloria McDaniel, Chairperson
Mike Snelling, Vice Chairperson
Ray Mernaugh, Secretary

ONLINE GIVING LINK

You can make your contribution at www.osvhub.com.
Scan from your smart phone for our Online Giving link.
This requires you to have an email address available.

You can also give via Text Message
to (205)708-0221.
Please call the office for assistance.

NO FOOD OR DRINKS ALLOWED

Please do not bring any kind of food or drinks into the
Sanctuary. Dropped candy, chewing gum, crackers,
cereal and stains on the carpet have occurred. Do your
best to respect God’s House and the work of others who
clean it and please keep it that way.

LENTPRAYER, FASTING, ALMSGIVING

Prayer pray to seek God’s will in your own life.

Fasting Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of
fasting and abstinence.

Almsgiving:during Lent, we are asked to focus more
intently on “almsgiving.”

ASH WEDNESDAY

Ash Wednesday is February 229, and is not a Holy Day
of Obligation. The celebration of the Eucharist, with the
distribution of ashes, will be held at our Parish at
8:30a.m. and 6:30p.m. (English mass), and 8:00p.m.
(Spanish mass). (If you need to take ashes home, contact
the church office)

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

Attend the World Wide Marriage Encounter to Renew
the Romance, Revitalize your Marriage, Communicate
more Openly, Find Deeper Intimacy, Focus on Your
Spouse and Share the Joy with the One You Love. If you
would like to recall the shared hopesand dreams
you had during your initial romance phase in your
relationship, you’ll appreciate your time together during
the Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. This
event will be held March 16812, 2023 at St. Bernard
Abbey in CullmanYou can receive more information or
register online at www.wwme.org or by calling Frank
and Kathryn Wessling at 205-530-3607.

GUEST SPEAKER: Mrs. Jackie Stdtarney)
March 5% Sunday
9:00 a.m. Mass & 11:00 a.m. Mass
10:00a.m to 11:00a.m Talk “Practical Ways to
Observe Lent”

**FATHER REJU' S EMAI L**
We have been notified that people are receiving
emails/text from Father Reju asking for help, money, a
favor, etc. Father Reju will not send emails like that. If
you feel that you have received an email/text in error or
have a question about one, please call either the church
office or send an email. Father Reju’s correct email is
rijupynadath@gmail.com

WORDS OF SYMPATHY

The Parish Community extends prayerful sympathy to
the family of Carl Addison, who is survived by his wife,
Georgene Addison, and other family members.

Please keep this family in your prayers.
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FEBRUARY™ 2023
BE PERFECT IN MERCY

In today's Gospel Jesus is trying to teach us a new way
of responding to the other. Jesus is referring to the law
of retaliation or law of revenge as described in the Old
Testament. In Latin it is called 'lex Talionis.' It was a law
designed to prevent actions of personal retaliatory
revenge. Lex Talionis is the principle of proportional
Justice. It was the means to ensure appropriate
punishment to the offender. It is the earliest known
legal system in human history.

In the old times when humans were not having a
civilized life, revenge was just 'instinctual.' There was no
court house or police or any laws to ensure the security
of life and property. They tend to take revenge in their
own hands. Quite often it led to a chain of revenges. So
in order to ensure proportionate justice and appropriate
punishment for the offender Lex Talionis was instituted.
It was an attempt to regulate and civilize the process by
which people seek redress for injuries.

Jesus is trying to say, gone are those barbarian days
and culture! Our righteousness should surpass that of
the Pharisees and Scribes. To retaliate is quite
instinctual; but we have to control and overcome this
instinct. We are not supposed to return a blow for a
blow but we have to be vulnerable.

Our responses to the offender should be based on
the principle of Love 'AGAPATE.' This is Divine selfless
Love that which will go to any length to attain the well-
being of its object. Agape is an 'action word', more than
a 'feeling word'. It is concerned only about the wellness
of the other. It is the kind of love that causes an adult to
risk his own life to save a drowning child.

Deut 19:21 "Don't show pity. Life for life, eye for eye,
tooth for tooth, hand for hand and foot for foot!" So the
Old testament Lex Talionis starts with 'life for life;' which
Jesus avoids purposely. Jesus' statements have nothing
to do with life threatening crimes or crimes of bodily
maiming. They are issues of insult, offense,
inconvenience and bother.

Among the four Gospels the word 'perfect' occurs
only in the gospel of Matthew. When we take the
parallel text in Luke 6:36, it is "Be merciful just as your
father is merciful." Romans 12:17, 19 "Vengeance is
mine; | will repay." So we, as children of God the Father,
have to try to be Perfect in Mercy. Be concerned about
the well-being of the other (agape). Be good and
merciful to everyone good or bad; just or unjust.

God Loves You all.

Amen

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS
We celebrate those who are present, and we remember

in prayer those who have gone ahead Y.

February20....... Frank Zito, Jocelyn Zamora, Breisy
Sherlyn Garcia Araujo, Jared Stoves
February21.............. Rev. Len Gavin, Jay Curry
February22........... Marin Radice, Judah Metcalf,
David Dempsey, Tami Hill
February23............. Raul Rivera, Sammy Mundi,
Mia Thomas
February24.......... Sharon Weathers, Bambi Alley,
Nancy Perez, Glenda Mernaugh
February25........... Mike Snelling, Xochitl Lomeli,
Pablo Medina

WEDDINGANNIVERSARIES

We celebrate those who are present, and we remember in
prayer those who have gone aheadY.
February 23 - Steve and Carol Tate
February 24 - Robert and Glenda Geisen
February 25 - Eddie and Penny Allison

AINT ALOYSIUEHOIR PRACTICES

Choir practice is every Wednesdayight at 6:00 p.min
the church. No choir practicehis Wednesdayebruary
22", The choir also meets at 10:00 a.m on Sundaysin
the Day Chapel. If you are not able to join the choir,
please sing joyfully from your seat in the pews.

SAINT ALOYSIUS ROSARY GROUP

A group of parishioners (men and women) meet on
Thursdaysluring Adoration from 8:00 a.m. to8:30 a.m.
to pray the Rosary. Anyone who wants to pray the
Rosary is invited.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is held on
Wednesdays through Fridays at 8:00 a.mll are
welcome to pray before mass begins. Confessions can
also be heard during Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament or after daily Mass. No confessions will be
heard on Sundays.

NEXTSUNDAY' S READI NGS

February 26" First Sunday of Lent
1st Reading Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7
Psalm 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17
2nd Reading Romans 5:12-19 Or 5:12, 17-19
Gospel Matthew 4:1-11
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Holiday Meat Sale

B & G.R's Smokehouse
$45 each

Calendar of Events
Lent 2023

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY22th

8:30 A.M. & 6:30 P.M. (English) / 8:00 P.M. (Spanish)

*If you would like to take ashes home, please contact the churc
office.*

FRIDAYS: (English}12:00 Noonand5:30p.u.
2024  3/17 Sh)L2
(Spanishy:00p.Mm.
33 924 (Indian) 7:00p.m
3/10 3/31 :00P.m.
DAoL NES EASTER FUNDRAISER

MARCH 31 Baby Back Ribs $36 each
PRE-ORDER NOW Boston Butts $45 each

Scan QR code

PICK UP St Aloysius parking lot
oy, FRIDAYAPRIL 7"/ 2pm to 5pm
ot Boston Butt
WWW.GRSMOKEHOUS.E.COM SATURDAY, APRIL 8'/9am to 11lam
205-881-7010 Baby Back Ribs

FRIDAY, March 24"
Cleaning of Pews at 9:00 a.m.
Volunteers are needed to clean the pews and kneelers. For more

information or to volunteempleaseontact Paula Clowdus @05)382
0845

SATURDAY, March 25, (English)

2:30 pm Talk: Examination of Conscience
3:00 to 600 pm Confessions

4:30 pm MasgEnglish)

6:00 pm to 8:00 pm Spanish Confessions

SATURDAY, April £4:30 p.m. (English) 7:00 pm (Spanigh
SUNDAY, April 2" 9:00a.m. Mass (English)
10:00a.m. to 11:00 a.m. TAKkues Speaker
11:00a.mMass (English)
1:00 pm Mass (Span)sh

*Will have blessing of the palmsedch Mass*



HOLY THURSDAY (Washing of Feet):
ThursdayApril 6" 6:00 pm. (English)

MUHDS 8:00 pm (Spanish)

;/W Adoration to follow the 6:00 pm Mass in the Day Chapel
and ending at 6:00 am Friday

GOOD FRIDAY (Veneration of the Cross):

Friday April 7"

Church Offices Close at 12:00 Noon

Sations at 12:00 Noon (English)
Liturgical Service: 1:00 pm (Spanish)
2:30pm Live Way of the Cross (Spanish)
Liturgical Servicg:00 pm (English)

EASTER VIGIL Rite of Reception
(Blessing of Holy Water and Candles)

HOLS SaturdayApril 8": 7:00 pm. (English)

SATuHAY

EASTER SUNDAY:

SundayApril 9™;
9:00 a.mEnglish
10:00 a.mEaster Egg Huatl kids are welcome.
11:0 am. Spanish




