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Saint Aloysius Catholic Church 
751 Academy Drive 

Bessemer, Alabama  35022-5276 
Telephone:  424-2984 Fax:  426-5753 

E-Mail:  staloysius@bellsouth.net Website:  www.staloysiuscc.org 
Office Hours:  Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. (lunch, Noon – 12:30 p.m.) 

 

March 7, 2010 
Third Sunday of Lent 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
Saturday 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday 8:30 a.m. 

Sunday 11:00 a.m. 
 

PASTOR 
Very Rev. Patrick P. Cullen, V.F.             Office:  424-2984 
(e-mail:  cullenpatrick@bellsouth.net)  Home:  424-1839 
 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
Mrs. Stephanie Gerson              424-2984 
(e-mail:  staloysiusre@bellsouth.net) 
 

CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Mrs. Gloria McDaniel              277-9613 
(e-mail:  wesinginpraise@msn.com) 
 

CHURCH SECRETARIES 
Mrs. Judy Cacioppo              424-2984 
(e-mail:  staloysius@bellsouth.net) 
Mrs. Debra Albright              424-2984 
 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Dr. Bette Kersting Bell              425-0045 
(e-mail:  bkbell@staloysiusccs.net) 
School’s Website:  www.staloysiusccs.net 
 

JUNIOR & SENIOR HIGH YOUTH DIRECTORS 
(e-mail:  staloysiusyouthgroup@hotmail.com) 
Mrs. Holly Capps              903-9087 
Ms. Ellen Albright              999-7297 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 
Mr. Frank Giardina              989-2747 
(e-mail:  fgiardina@bellsouth.net) 

WEEKDAY EUCHARIST 
Monday and Friday              8:30 a.m. 
Tuesday               5:30 p.m. 

 
SUNDAY BULLETIN 
Deadline for new items            Tuesday 4:00 p.m. 

 
HOLY DAYS         Please check Parish Bulletin 
 
SACRAMENT of RECONCILIATION 
Saturday      3:45 – 4:15 p.m. (or by appointment) 

 
SACRAMENT of ANOINTING of the SICK 
The Church recommends this sacrament to all who are 
seriously ill or in danger of death.  Please call the office. 

 
SACRAMENT of BAPTISM 
Please contact Father Cullen for Baptismal Preparation. 

 
SACRAMENT of MARRIAGE 
Couples planning marriage must meet with Father 
Cullen at least six months before your proposed date.  
Weddings will not be performed after 1:30 p.m. on 
Saturdays. 
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VOCATION REFLECTION 
“The Lord is kind and merciful,” and calls us to 
proclaim his name.  Considering a call to priesthood or 
religious life? 
 

MARCH MEETINGS 
The Mother of Christ Altar Guild will meet on 
Monday, March 8 at 7:00 p.m. in the home of Diane 
McDowell.  Co-hostesses are Mary Adams, Bernadette 
McFerrin, and Nellie Waits. 
 

The Holy Family Altar Guild will meet on Wednesday, 
March 10 at 6:00 p.m. in the home of Vickie Gavin 
(2211 Regency Drive in Bessemer; 426-0187).  Please 
come and join us.  We would love to have you! 
 

YOUTH GROUPS 
The Junior and Senior High Youth Groups will meet 
this Sunday, March 7 from 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. in 
the School Gym.  For more information, please call 
Holly Capps at 903-9087 or Ellen Albright at 999-7297. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
The Parish Pastoral Council will meet on Monday, 
March 8 at 6:30 p.m. in the Choir Room/Day Chapel.  
All are welcome. 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
The Knights of Columbus will hold their monthly 
meeting on Monday, March 8 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
School Cafeteria.  All current members or those 
interested in joining are welcome to attend. 
 

SAINT ALOYSIUS MEN'S SOCIETY 
The Saint Aloysius Men's Society will hold their 
monthly meeting on Wednesday, March 10 at 
7:00 p.m. in the School Cafeteria.  All men of the 
parish are welcome to attend.  For more information, 
contact Sal Pardi at spardi1109@yahoo.com, or call 
Anthony "Doc" Mareno at 481-4773 or Tony Cacioppo 
at 428-1727. 
 

SECOND COLLECTIONτTHIS WEEKEND 
The second collection this weekend is the monthly 
Building Fund collection. 
 

SECOND COLLECTIONτNEXT WEEKEND 
The second collection next weekend will be for the 
annual Catholic Relief Services collection.  Our 
participation in Catholic Relief Services’ Operation 
Rice Bowl unites us in prayer, fasting, and giving with 
the millions of people throughout the world who are 
oppressed by poverty, injustice, war, disease, and lack 
of education and other opportunities.  Offering 
envelopes are on the bulletin table in the Narthex.  
Please be generous and return your Rice Bowls next 
weekend. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

March 6 - 14 
Saturday (  4:30 p.m.). . . . . . . . . . . . . + Pauline Virciglio 
Sunday (  8:30 a.m.). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .+ Helen Mooney 
Sunday (11:00 a.m.) . . . . . . Saint Aloysius Parishioners 
Monday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Father Des Regan 
Tuesday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vickey Brantley and Family 
Wednesday. . . . . .No Mass (Father Cullen out of town) 
Thursday. . . . . . . .No Mass (Father Cullen out of town) 
Friday (8:30 a.m.)  Rosary With School Instead of Mass 
Saturday (  4:30 p.m.). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . + John Gurosky 
Sunday (  8:30 a.m.). . . . . . .Saint Aloysius Parishioners 
Sunday (11:00 a.m.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . + Joseph M. Russo 
 
WELCOME 
The Saint Aloysius Parish Community welcomes David 
Watts as a new member. 
 
FAITH FORMATION 
Faith Formation Classes, for students in grades 1-8 
who are attending schools other than Catholic 
schools, are held on Sunday mornings from 9:45 a.m. 
until 10:45 a.m. in the school.  Faith Formation Classes 
will not be held on March 14 and March 21, due to 
Spring Break.  Classes will resume on March 28. 
 
CHILDREN'S LITURGY OF THE WORD 
The Children's Liturgy of the Word, for children 4K 
through grade 2, continues on Sundays at the 
11:00 a.m. Mass.  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ 
not be held on March 14 and March 21, due to Spring 
.ǊŜŀƪΦ  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƳŜ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ нуΦ 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Saint Aloysius Parish will celebrate Stations of the 
Cross each Friday during Lent at 1:00 p.m. and 
5:30 p.m., except on March 12 which will be at 
1:00 p.m. only, and on March 19 which will be at 
5:30 p.m. only.  On April 2, Good Friday, Stations will 
be celebrated at Noon. 
 
SPRING BREAK 
Saint Aloysius Catholic School will observe Spring 
Break on March 15—19. 
 

Donõt forget to change 
your cloc ks next weekend!  
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March 14 – 4th Sunday of Lent 

Joshua 5:9a, 10-12 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
Last Week Year-to-Date 

Offertory  $6,261.54 $55,315.31 
Building Fund  $   408.00 $  3,783.00 
 
SAINT ALOYSIUS CHOIR 
Do you sing or play an instrument?  Come, share your 
gift and join our ministry.  The weekly choir practice is 
on Wednesdays from 6:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. in the 
church.  For more information, please call Gloria 
McDaniel at 277-9613. 
 
CHILDREN'S OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
The parish has boxed children's offertory envelopes 
for those families who wish them.  They are available 
after the weekend Masses in the Ministries Office or 
during the week in the Church Office.  Please sign the 
list by the number of the box that you receive so we 
can properly credit the children who contribute. 
 
/IL[5w9bΩ{ .¦[[9¢Lb{ 
Saint Aloysius Parish offers children’s bulletins 
designed for those in kindergarten through first grade.  
A bulletin made just for them can make Church a 
more special time.  They incorporate the weekly 
Scriptures into activities to provide children a way to 
understand the stories of the Bible.  The bulletins are 
located on the cabinet behind the baptismal font. 
 
BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION 
Don’t forget that we are still collecting Boxtops for 
Education coupons as well as Campbell’s UPCs for the 
school.  Place them in the Campbell’s collection bin in 
the Narthex.  Thanks for your help! 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
Are you moving in or out of the parish or changing 
your address or phone number?  Please call the 
Church Office at 424-2984 or send an e-mail to 
staloysius@bellsouth.net so we can keep our records 
updated. 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
OUR SICK AND SHUT-IN 

Addison Smith            (St. Vincent’s Birmingham) 
 

Recently Discharged From Hospital 
Eddie Allison; Sharon Waits 
 

Sick and Shut-in 
This list is intended for homebound members of Saint 

Aloysius Parish.  Those from our parish recently 
discharged from the hospital will be listed for two 
weeks.  Individuals outside our parish community 
may be placed on this list for a two-week period 
only.  All the sick are remembered weekly in our 

General Intercessions. 
Michael Blake; Ronny & Eugenia Corina; Sheila 
Hannigan; Georgie Krischke; Bobby Lee; Jeanette 
Ruffino; Don Schilleci; Alice Simonetti; Robert & Julia 
Simpson; Martha Venz; Erica Wilson; Steve Wilson 
 

Nursing Homes 
Clyde Fuller, Marie Provost, Jean Ricketts (Golden 
Living Center-Meadowood); Richard & Melwyn 
Pledger, Mary White, Lorene Wofford (Golden Living 
Center-Hueytown); Margaret Briggs, Nick Campanotta, 
Jackie Russo (Self); Bill Bozzelli, Frances Chiarella, 
Johnnie Coleman, Laura Grant, Gina Ivy, Bette Lamb, 
Jack McCann, Flynn & Arlena Sweat (Plantation Manor 
Retirement); Joe Maple, Kathy Whited, (Tannehill 
Haven); Richard & Lorraine Gehlsen, Mary Agnes 
Purdy (Woodlands Assisted Living); Rosemary 
DiBenedetto (Galleria Oaks); Vita Lorino (Lakeview 
Estates Assisted Living); Helen Schmitt (Monroeville); 
Jack Roberts (Minnesota) 
 

If you are or you know of someone on the shut-in list 
ǿƘƻΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛǎǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
call the Church Office. 
 
SICK, SHUT-IN, AND NURSING HOME RESIDENTS 
If a lay minister is not visiting you on a regular basis, 
please call the Church Office so we can make the 
proper arrangements. 
 
NURSING HOME RESIDENTS 
If any parishioner knows of a nursing home resident 
who is Catholic and is not on the above list, please call 
the Church Office. 
 
VISITING HOSPITALS AND NURSING HOMES 
Father Cullen would be happy to visit the sick in 
hospitals and nursing homes if the person or family 
requests a visit. 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 

Since we are now a “Beacons of Hope” school, the 
application process for next year will include a 
governmental type scholarship assistance form.  I 
know many of you are excited about the opportunity 
to apply for financial assistance during these difficult 
economic times.  Now that the Diocese will be 
determining the application process, it may take a few 
weeks before all of the details are ironed out.  I will 
keep you posted as soon as I receive the applications 
for the 2010—2011 school year. 
 

I know 2011 sounds like a big year, but actually 2012 
is our biggest because it marks our 100th anniversary 
as Saint Aloysius Catholic School.  How exciting is 
that?!  We are in the process of collecting alumni 
addresses, going through former student addresses, 
and wanting to spotlight our Saint Aloysius Stars.  If 
you know of anyone who should be on our mailing list, 
please contact Mrs. Sherry by phone (425-0045) or by 
email (sarih@staloysiusccs.net).  We would like to 
plan a huge celebration and it is never too early to 
start! 
 

Sincerely, 
Dr. K.B. 

 

SAINT ALOYSIUS PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
As Catholic Christians and members of the Parish 
Family of Saint Aloysius Catholic Church, we are 
committed: 
      To provide all our members (adults and youth) 
 opportunities for spiritual development through 
 worship, prayer, religious education and 
 social interaction. 
 

 To spread the Word of God and support our Parish 
 Family with the gifts He has given us by using our 
 time, talent, and treasure to His glory. 
 

 To strive continually to witness our faith as we 
 journey toward the future that God has promised 
 those who accept His Word. 
 

 To reach out to the larger community of the 
 Diocese of Birmingham in Alabama and the world. 

 
 
 
 

WAY OF THE CROSS PAMPHLETS 
Way of the Cross pamphlets are available on the 
bulletin table in the Narthex for use at home when a 
parishioner is unable to attend Stations of the Cross or 
wishes to meditate on them during the week. 
 
E-MAIL PRAYER REQUESTS 
Prayer is powerful and we need all the prayer warriors 
that we can get.  Sheila Zito e-mails prayer requests 
for the Mother of Christ Altar Guild and the Choir.  If 
any parishioner has a prayer request or wishes to be 
notified of other people’s requests, contact Sheila at 
fsz321@bellsouth.net. 
 
RIDE TO CHURCH 
Trenna Stewart, who lives in Bessemer, needs a ride 
to church on the weekends.  If interested, please call 
her at 216-8108. 
 
OPEN HOUSE 
Saint Bernard Preparatory School (grades 7—12) is a 
Catholic, co-ed. middle and high school offering a 
college prep. curriculum for boarding and day 
students.  Saint Bernard will host an Open House this 
Sunday, March 7 from 2:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.  For 
more information, please call 1-800-722-0999 or email 
mrarndt@stbernardprep.com. 
 
RETREAT 
Blessed Trinity Shrine Retreat in Fort Mitchell, 
Alabama will hold a retreat on March 12—14 entitled 
“Dance of the Celtic Spirit.”  The presenter will be 
Carmel Boyle, M.Min., an Irish singer-songwriter who 
will share how to pray using Celtic themes through 
song, reflection, and gentle movement.  For more 
information or to register, please call 1-334-855-4474. 
 
HOMECOMING DINNER 
Blessed Sacrament Parish (1460 Pearson Avenue in 
Birmingham) will hold its annual Homecoming Dinner 
next Sunday, March 14 from 11:30 a.m. until 
2:00 p.m., with Mass at 10:30 a.m.  Lasagna, salad, 
bread, beverages, and desserts will be offered for 
$8.00 for adults and $4.00 for children under age 12.  
There will also be a raffle for cash prizes and a 
handmade afghan.  Security will be provided.  For 
more information, please call 785-9840. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sarih@staloysiusccs.net
mailto:fsz321@bellsouth.net
mailto:mrarndt@stbernardprep.com


ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS 
The Ancient Order of Hibernians meets the third 
Tuesday of every month (March 16) at the Cathedral 
of Saint Paul's boardroom.  The meeting starts at 
7:00 p.m. after the 6:30 p.m. Mass with the Knights of 
Columbus.  The Hibernians is a nationwide men's 
charitable and fraternal organization that traces its 
roots to 16th century Ireland. 
 
{!Lb¢ t!¢wL/YΩ{ 5!¸ /9[9.w!¢Lhb 
The Ancient Order of Hibernians will host the Second 
Annual Saint Patrick’s Day Celebration on Saturday, 
March 20 at 2:00 p.m. at Matthew’s Bar and Grill 
(2208 Morris Avenue in Birmingham).  Tickets cost 
$10.00 per person to enjoy food and drinks, Celtic 
dancers, pipers, and Irish folk music in the evening.  
For more information, please contact Dan Murphy at 
dmurphy8@gmail.com or 261-8548. 
 
SWAP PARTY 
Saint Aloysius Parish’s Vickie Gavin and Trish Latham 
will host a Swap Party on Wednesday, March 24 at 
6:00 p.m. in the School Cafeteria.  Bring no more than 
10 items to swap (gently used clothing, shoes, jewelry, 
and household items).  Refreshments will be served.  
For more information, please call Vickie Gavin at 451-
5318. 
 
DAY OF RECOLLECTION 
The Women’s Altar Sodality of Our Lady of Sorrows 
Parish will host a Day of Recollection on Friday, 
March 26, beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Father Rick 
Chenault, Associate Pastor of Our Lady of the Valley 
Parish, will be the guest speaker at this Lenten 
spiritual retreat.  Lunch will be served in the Parish 
Hall for $6.00.  Pre-registration is required by 
Wednesday, March 17 by calling Josephine D’Amico at 
822-6319, Anne Connell at 871-1943, or Bernice 
Manzella at 942-1778. 
 
RETREAT 
Blessed Trinity Shrine Retreat in Fort Mitchell, 
Alabama will hold a Holy Week Retreat on March 29—
April 4.  This retreat will be a time for joining the 
retreat house community in daily Eucharist and for 
the liturgies of the Triduum.  For more information or 
to register, please call 1-334-855-4474. 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER LIST 
Please pray for those who have been deployed for the 
service of our country in the current conflict, 
including: 
Bobby Dykes Ronnie Ray Scott Rawlins 
Charles Guyton Chris Davis  Sean Rupert 
Cory Smith Dominick Angeles Leah Raatz 
David Weathers Mark Littlejohn Jarrad Cofield 
Eric Doss Michael Chilcote Wesley Mosley 
Michael Costa Al Hinton  Mark Adams 
Craig Oglesby Scott Holmes Weston Turner 
Dan Keese Fr. Tim Vakoe Tom Lami 
Kevin Kelley Josh Sizemore Chris Lambert 
Sgt. Brian Reeves Carlos Jackson Casey Allen 
Sam Alfano, Jr. Tyler Brasfield Amy Provost 
David Provost Rick Molina Matthew Womac 
Jeffrey Bahr Rob Doeller Ryan Mitchell 
Richard Marquez, Jr. 
 

Please call the Church Office with the names of 
additional people to be placed on or removed from 
this prayer list. 
 
THANK YOU 
The {ŀƛƴǘ !ƭƻȅǎƛǳǎ aŜƴΩǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ wishes to thank 
Brasfield and Gorrie for their generous donation in 
memory of Johnny Brantley, who worked tirelessly at 
Brasfield for many years.  The donation will be used 
for repair projects at the church and school, which 
was something that Johnny always enjoyed doing, 
sometimes anonymously, and took great pride in his 
work. 
 
THANK YOU 
Holly Capps would like to thank everyone for their 
thoughts, prayers, cards, and phone calls during her 
recovery from surgeries and illness during the month 
of February.  Everyone’s thoughtfulness made the 
recovery period much easier. 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAYS 
March 7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joey Ceravolo, Peyton Criss, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Benita Parsons, Cecil Brooks 
March 8. . . . . . . . . . . .Ellen McKinlay, Linda Carnaggio, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JoAnne Van Buren 
March 9. . . . . . . . . . .Phillip Dodson, Priscilla Winstead, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bret Manzella 
March 11. . . . . . . . .Dean Brazier, Jr., Leonard Chiarella 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ann Squires 
March 12. . . . . . . . . . . . .Raegan Nichols, James Horton 
March 13. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Marina Moore, Randy Leigh 
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Diocese of Birmingham in 
Alabama  

Department of Catholic Education and 
Lifelong Formation  

P.O. BOX 12047  
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35202 -2047  

 

 

 
2121 3 rd  Avenue, N.  
BIRMINGHAM AL 35203  

PHONE 205 -838 -8303  
FAX:  205 -838 -8330  

 
 

 

February 26, 2010 

 

Very Rev. Patrick Cullen 

St. Aloysius 

751 Academy Drive 

Bessemer, AL  35020 

 

Dear Father Cullen: 

 

I am please to inform you that Bishop Baker has approved the establishment of ñBeacons of 

Hopeò Catholic Schools in the Diocese and that St. Aloysius is one of these schools. More 

schools may decide to join in the coming days and weeks. The purpose of establishing ñBeacons 

of Hopeò is the continuation of affordable and accessible Catholic schooling for the 

neighborhoods served by these schools. As you well know, these schools, however viable now, 

cannot continue to thrive if they operate in parochial isolation. The future requires stronger 

interdependence and collaboration.  

 

Other Dioceses, most notably Memphis, Charlotte and St. Augustine, have established 

interdependent groupings of schools in order to preserve their schools. ñBeacons of Hopeò 

Schools will take the key factors for success in these initiatives and adapt them to the Diocese of 

Birmingham. The following elements and provisions will be part of the ñBeacons of Hopeò 

implementation: 

 

1. The establishment of a 501c (3) tax exempt corporation that creates a unified system of 

schools. 

2. The centralization of school administration managed by the Diocesan School Office. This 

would include budgeting, accounting, financial reporting, purchasing of books, supplies 

and services; tuition collection, maintenance (exclusive of replacement of capital items; 

e.g. roof and HVAC units) and the reconfiguration or consolidation of schools if 

necessary. The centralization of these functions will relieve the individual schools of 

these responsibilities. It will also eliminate some non-instructional positions in some of 

the schools. 

3. Standardization of teacher salaries, tuition, fees  

4. The establishment of a scholarship fund that awards financial assistance based on family 

need as determined by an objective review and application of a formula similar to that 

used in governmental programs.  



In order to accomplish the above, the Diocese will contribute $730,000 in the 2010/2011 school 

year and $530,000 in 2011/2012 and following years. This amount will be supplemented by the 

continuation of parish contributions and local fund raisers. These contributions and funds raised 

will be earmarked for the respective schools. There will also be Diocesan coordinated school 

marketing, recruiting and fund raising to ensure the long term continuation of ñBeacons of 

Hopeò Schools in the future. 

 

ñBeacons of Hopeò is a bold initiative and a major change for our Diocese. The challenges of 

these times require such initiative and change. ñBeacons of Hopeò is a dynamic approach that 

positions us to quickly make on-going improvements and modifications in response to changing 

times.  

 

Thank you for your willingness to join in this important effort. May God who has begun this 

good work in us bring it to completion! 

 

 
Frank X. Savage 

Director of Catholic Education and Lifelong Formation     
 

 


