Saint Aloysius Catholic Church

751 Academy Drive
Bessemer, Alabama 35022-5276

Telephone: 424-2984
E-Mail: staloysius@bellsouth.net

Fax: 426-5753
Website: www.staloysiuscc.org

Office Hours: Monday ¢ Friday, 8:00 a.m. ¢4:30 p.m. (lunch, Noon ¢ 12:30 p.m.)

February 21, 2010
First Sunday of Lent

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m.

Sunday 11:00 a.m.

PASTOR
Very Rev. Patrick P. Cullen, V.F. Office; 424-2984
(e-mail: cullenpatrick@bellsouth.net) Home: 424-1839

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE
Mrs. Stephanie Gerson
(e-mail: staloysiusre@bellsouth.net)

424-2984

CHOIR DIRECTOR
Mrs. Gloria McDaniel
(e-mail: wesinginpraise@msn.com)

277-9613

CHURCH SECRETARIES

Mrs. Judy Cacioppo

(e-mail: staloysius@bellsouth.net)
Mrs. Debra Albright

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Dr. Bette Kersting Bell

(e-mail: bkbell@staloysiusccs.net)

{ OK2 2t Qawwiv.Sabodsilisicshunt
JUNIOR & SENIOR HIGH YOUTH DIRECTORS
(e-mail: staloysiusyouthgroup@hotmail.com)

Mrs. Holly Capps 903-9087
Ms. Ellen Albright 999-7297

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON
Mr. Frank Giardina 989-2747
(e-mail: fgiardina@bellsouth.net)

424-2984

424-2984

425-0045

WEEKDAY EUCHARIST

Monday and Friday 8:30 a.m.
Tuesday 5:30 p.m.
SUNDAY BULLETIN

Deadline for new items Tuesday 4:00 p.m.

HOLY DAYS Please check Parish Bulletin
SACRAMENT of RECONCILIATION
Saturday 3:45 ¢ 4:15 p.m. (or by appointment)

SACRAMENT of ANOINTING of the SICK
The Church recommends this sacrament to all who are
seriously ill or in danger of death. Please call the office.

SACRAMENT of BAPTISM
Please contact Father Cullen for Baptismal Preparation.

SACRAMENT of MARRIAGE

Couples planning marriage must meet with Father
Cullen at least six months before your proposed date.
Weddings will not be performed after 1:30 p.m. on
Saturdays.
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VOCATION REFLECTION

What tempts us away from the reign of God? Try this
week to live as an example for the young people in
your life. Let them see the rewards of living by the
Good Spirit. Encourage them in their discernment
with your prayers and support.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Saint Aloysius Parish will celebrate Stations of the
Cross each Friday during Lent at 1:00 p.m. and
5:30 p.m., except on March 12 which will be at
1:00 p.m. only, and on March 19 which will be at
5:30 p.m. only. On April 2, Good Friday, Stations will
be celebrated at Noon.

OPERATION RICE BOWL

Each Lenten season, Catholic Relief Services
encourages the use of the Rice Bowl as an opportunity
to show solidarity with the poor and aid international
relief efforts. The money in these Rice Bowls will be
taken up at the second collection on March 13t 14
and be sent to Catholic Relief Services. The Rice Bowls
are available on the bulletin table in the Narthex.

WAY OF THE CROSS PAMPHLETS

Way of the Cross pamphlets are available on the
bulletin table in the Narthex for use at home when a
parishioner is unable to attend Stations of the Cross or
wishes to meditate on them during the week.

CALENDAR DEADLINE
The deadline for submitting information in the March
calendar is Tuesday, February 23.

SECOND COLLECTION

This weekend is the annual collection for Black and
Indian Missions. Your financial contribution helps to
support Catholic communities on reservations, in rural
areas, and inner cities.  Your donation funds
evangelization programs to strengthen the faith,
continue the legacy, and share the mission with
children and adults in the United States.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

He gave His whole life for us. Can we give one hour a
month for Him? The parish's Eucharistic Adoration
will be on Saturday, March 6 from 4:30 a.m. until
3:30 p.m. A sign-up list will be in the sanctuary to
keep a record of who is attending Adoration and at
what hour. For more information, please call Kathy
Tortorice at 426-1797.

MASS INTENTIONS
Febmuary 20- 28

Saturday ( 4:30p.m.)............... + Mary Antonio
Sunday ( 8:30am.)..................... Len Gavin
Sunday (11:00a.m.)...... Saint Aloysius Parishioners
Monday................. Special Intention of Donor
Tuesday. .........coviiiiiii Don Schilleci
Wednesday. . ..., No Mass
Thursday.............. ..., No Mass
Friday................. i Bernard LaRussa
Saturday ( 4:30p.m.).............. + Buddy Antonio
Sunday ( 8:30am.).................. Serene Bateh
Sunday (11:00a.m.)...... Saint Aloysius Parishioners
WELCOME

The Saint Aloysius Parish Community welcomes the
following new members: Jay and Marla Julianaand
Elzabeth Humphries

FAITH FORMATION

Faith Formation Classes, for students in grades 1-8
who are attending schools other than Catholic
schools, are held on Sunday mornings from 9:45 a.m.
until 10:45 a.m. in the school.

CHILDREN'S LITURGY OF THE WORD

The Children’s Liturgy of the Word, for children 4K
through grade 2, continues on Sundays at the
11:00 a.m. Mass.

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Confirmation class will be held this Sunday from
12:15 p.m. until 1:30 p.m. in the School Library.

CONFIRMATION RETREAT AND PREC

Our Confirmation retreat will be held on Saturday,
February 27 from 9:30 a.m. until 6:30 p.m. in the
school. The Confirmandi will attend the 4:30 p.m.
Mass together as a group, followed by practice.
Sponsors need to be at the church by 5:15 p.m.

EMAIL PRAYER REQUESTS

Prayer is powerful and we need all the prayer warriors
that we can get. Sheila Zito e-mails prayer requests
for the Mother of Christ Altar Guild and the Choir. If
any parishioner has a prayer request or wishes to be
notified of other LIS 2 LJt S Q&
fsz321@bellsouth.net.
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February 28 ¢ 2™ Sunday of Lent
Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18
Philippians 3:171 4:1
Luke 9:28b-36
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PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Last Week  Year-to-Date
Offertory $7,105.26 $41,837.26
Building Fund $ 140.00 $ 3,280.00
School Subsidy Coll. $2,242.00

SAINT ALOYSIUS CHOIR

Do you sing or play an instrument? Come, share your
gift and join our ministry. The weekly choir practice is
on Wednesdays from 6:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. in the
church. For more information, please call Gloria
McDaniel at 277-9613.

CHILDREN'S OFFERTORY ENVELOPES

The parish has boxed children's offertory envelopes
for those families who wish them. They are available
after the weekend Masses in the Ministries Office or
during the week in the Church Office. Please sign the
list by the number of the box that you receive so we
can properly credit the children who contribute.

[ 1 LI 5w9bQOf [ [9¢Lb{
Saint Aloysius Parish offers chift RNBy Qa
designed for those in kindergarten through first grade.
A bulletin made just for them can make Church a
more special time. They incorporate the weekly
Scriptures into activities to provide children a way to
understand the stories of the Bible. The bulletins are
located on the cabinet behind the baptismal font.

BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION
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the Narthex. Thanks for your help!

ADDRESS CHANGES

Are you moving in or out of the parish or changing
your address or phone number? Please call the
Church Office at 424-2984 or send an e-mail to
staloysius@bellsouth.net so we can keep our records
updated.

PLEASE PRAY FOR
OUR SICK AND SHINT
Steve Wilson (Medical West)
Addison Smith 6{ 0o
Recently Discharged From Hospital

Holly Capps; Shawn Spaulding

Sickand Shutin
This list is intended fohomebound members of Saint
Aloysius Parish. Those from our parish recently
discharged from the hospital will be listed for two
weeks. Individuals outside our parish community
may be placed on this list for a twaveek period
only. All the sick are remembered weekly in our
General Intercessions.
Michael Blake; Karla Danna; Lou Gafnea; Sheila
Hannigan; Patricia Heerten; Bobby Lee; Jeanette
Ruffino; Alice Simonetti; Robert & Julia Simpson;
Martha Venz

Nursing Homes
Clyde Fuller, Marie Provost, Jean Ricketts (Golden
Living Center-Meadowood);, Richard & Melwyn
Pledger, Mary White, Lorene Wofford (Golden Living
Center-Hueytown); Margaret Briggs, Nick Campanotta,
Jackie Russo (Self); Bill Bozzelli, Frances Chiarella,
Johnnie Coleman, Laura Grant, Gina lvy, Bette Lamb,
Jack McCann, Flynn & Arlena Sweat (Plantation Manor

0 drbtirefently o Maple, Kathy Whited, (Tannehill

NB

Haven); Richard & Lorraine Gehlsen, Mary Agnes
Purdy (Woodlands Assisted Living); Rosemary
DiBenedetto (Galleria Oaks); Vita Lorino (Lakeview
Estates Assisted Living); Helen Schmitt (Monroeville);
Jack Roberts (Minnesota)

If you are or you know of someone on the shut-in list
gK2Qa ¢Sttt Syz2dAaK G2 068
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please call the Church Office so we can make the
proper arrangements.

NURSING HOME RESIDENTS

If any parishioner knows of a nursing home resident
who is Catholic and is not on the above list, please call
the Church Office.

VISITING HOSPITALS AND NURSING HOMES
Father Cullen would be happy to visit the sick in
hospitals and nursing homes if the person or family
requests a visit.
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Dear Parishioners,
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| was so proud last week of the number of entries for
GKS tNAYOALI Q& t I
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winners. The 1% place winners had zero mistakes, 2"
place had one mistake, and 3™ place had two
mistakes. All others received a Jolly Rancher for
participation. The winners are as follows:

1 Place: Jordan Antonio, Amanda Skipwith, Jay
Leonard, Emma Waits, Melodie Hunter, Karma
Brooks, Rachael Small, lan Stoves, and Mikey Nichols
2" Place:  Myles Stewart, Kaleb Wright, Josie
Wannemuehler, Maya Eatman, Maegan Royal, and
Kozbi Bradford

3" Place: Gabi France, Aaron Gavin, Charlyse
Skipwith, Royal Thomas, Jack Buoni, and Sam
Cantavespre
[ 2y ANY GdzZf I A2y &aH . 2dz
participate!

More news about Catholic Schools Week! The 7%
grade delivered canned goods to the Catholic Center
of Concern. The Kindergarteners delivered canned
goods to The Foundry of Bessemer. The 6" graders
emailed letters to our active soldiers during
technology class. The 8" graders knitted 15 baby caps
YR RStAGSNBER GKSY (2
Center in Gardendale. The 1% graders read and sang
to the elderly at Meadow Wood Nursing Home. | am
so proud of the creative and caring projects. There
will be more news on this topic next week, too!

| hope everyone enjoys hearing about the good work
our students do! On to Lent!

Dr. K.B.

RIDE TO CHURCH

Trenna Stewart, who lives in Bessemer, needs a ride
to church on the weekends. If interested, please call
her at 216-8108.

ARE YOU NEW TO SAINT ALOYSIUS PARISH?

Would you like to be a member of Saint Aloysius? We
have families who are supporting the parish with their
gifts who have not registered with us. It is difficult to
track contributions if you are not on our computer.
We cannot place you on our computer if you have not
registered to become a member. Registration cards
are located on the bulletin table in the Narthex.
Please complete and place it in the collection basket.
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L BSAINT ALOYSIUS PARISEIVIDN STATEMENT
As Catholic Christians and members of the Parish
Family of Saint Aloysius Catholic Church, we are
committed:
® To pfods all Gumeibers (alliitsand§outk) I G
I YoBporténfies fd¢ spiRtual lledzfopm@nt tHroughF S
worship, prayer, religious education and
social interaction.

To spread the Word of God and support our Parish
Family with the gifts He has given us by using our
time, talent, and treasure to His glory.

To strive continually to witness our faith as we
journey toward the future that God has promised
those who accept His Word.

To reach out to the larger community of the
Diocese of Birmingham in Alabama and the world.

lo

HAITIAN RELIEF EFFORTS
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the Diocesan Disaster Relief Fund to Haiti in the wake
of the tragic earthquake. If you wish to make a
contribution, send your check to:

Diocese of Birmingham

Haiti Relief Effort

P.O. Box 12047
Birmingham, AL 35202-2047 R
1 K WS T TS NA 2 S
Maﬁ]e a notat%n on your c%e)c(k that ;lths fc?rf
Relief.
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SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER

Saint Francis Xavier Parish is sponsoring its monthly
activity for Catholic senior adults on Thursday,
February 25 from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. This
event will be a Mass-luncheon-bingo, with a $6.00
donation. For more information, please call Mary
Nappi at 951-2792.

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
Ly (2RI&Qa
our daily lives, there are many temptations that lead
us away from a good marriage. Take the time to focus
your lives on Jesus as the center of your marriage.
Commit to making your marriage a priority in your
lives and sign up for a Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekend. The next weekends will be February 261

28 in Huntsville or March 19t 21 in Nashville. For
more information, please contact 1-800-540-9963 or
www.wwmealabama.org.
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LENTEN RETREAT

The Benedictine Sisters Retreat Center in Cullman will
K2ald af{ KINLSyAy3
WSUONBI (¢
Marcy, O.S.B. and Sister Thérése Haydel, O.S.B., will
offer participants the opportunity to show how our
sacramental worship shapes our lives more fully. The
cost is $195.00 per person for a private room and
$175.00 per person for a shared room. To register,
please contact 1-256-734-8302 or
retreats@shmon.org.

JOURNEY OF HOPE 2010

A conference for separated and divorced Catholics
who are addressing the issues of faith and navigating
life after divorce will be held on February 271 28 at
the Marriott Atlanta North Hotel. Guest speakers will
be Lisa Duffy and Vince Frese, co-authors of Divorced,
Catholic, Now What? Keynote speaker will be Father
Thomas Williams, CBS/NBC analyst and theologian.
Archbishop of Atlanta, Wilton Gregory, will celebrate
the Eucharist on Sunday. Registration fee is $235.00
per person, which includes meals and materials. For
more information or to register, please visit
www.journeyofhopeconference.com.

ADULT THEOLOGY PROGRAM

Spring Hill College's adult theology program will be
held on six Saturdays (February 27, March 13 and 20,
April 10 and 17, and May 1) from 9:00 a.m. until
4:00 p.m. at the Diocesan Offices in Birmingham.
Father Christopher Viscardi, S.J. will teach about
American religious history, including development of
New England Puritanism in colonial America and
peculiar experiences of Catholic Americans. For more
information, please call 838-8300.

OPEN HOUSE

Saint Bernard Preparatory School (grades 71 12) is a
Catholic, co-ed. middle and high school offering a
college prep. curriculum for boarding and day
students. Saint Bernard will host an Open House on
Sunday, March 7 from 2:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. For
more information, please call 1-800-722-0999 or email
mrarndt@stbernardprep.com.
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RETREAT
Blessed Trinity Shrine Retreat in Fort Mitchell,
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Carmel Boyle, M.Min., an Irish singer-songwriter who
will share how to pray using Celtic themes through
song, reflection, and gentle movement. For more
information or to register, please call 1-334-855-4474.

PRAYER LIST
Please pray for those who have been deployed for the
service of our country in the current conflict,

including:

Bobby Dykes Ronnie Ray Scott Rawlins
Charles Guyton  Chris Davis Sean Rupert
Cory Smith Dominick Angeles Leah Raatz

David Weathers Mark Littlejohn  Jarrad Cofield

Eric Doss Michael Chilcote Wesley Mosley
Michael Costa Al Hinton Mark Adams
Craig Oglesby Scott Holmes Weston Turner
Dan Keese Fr. Tim Vakoe Tom Lami

Kevin Kelley Josh Sizemore  Chris Lambert
Sgt. Brian Reeves Carlos Jackson  Casey Allen

Sam Alfano, Jr.  Tyler Brasfield  Amy Provost
David Provost Rick Molina Matthew Womac
Jeffrey Bahr Rob Doeller Ryan Mitchell
Tyler Buck Richard Marquez, Jr.

Please call the Church Office with the names of
additional people to be placed on or removed from
this prayer list.

CARDS

A long-time parishioner, Helen Schmitt, has been
admitted to a nursing home in Monroeville and would
like to receive cards from her church family to help
brighten her days. Send them to:

Helen Schmitt

Monroe Manor Nursing Home
236 West Claiborne
Monroeville, AL 36460

She would appreciate your thinking of her!

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Sarah Grooverffor being accepted
into the Mu Alpha Theta Society (math honor society)
at John Carroll Catholic High School. Sarah is an
alumnus of Saint Aloysius School and is the daughter
of Bryan and Laura Groover.
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CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to the following couples who are
celebrating their Wedding Anniversaries:

February 25.............. Robert and Glenda Geisen
February 25................ Eddie and Penny Allison

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

FebruaryH m® dal NB 'yy | Fadezx
............. Floyd Graham, Angel Moore, Len Gavin
February 22........... Marin Radice, Judah Metcalf,
..................... David Dempsey, Mike Wesson
February23............. Brooke Huynh, Pas McGoey
February24.......... Ryan Brazier, Sharon Weathers
February25......................... Abbie Huynh
February26................ ... ... ... Erline Patrick
February 27.......... Pari Pocopanni, Traci Garzarek,

.................................. Roger Hannah



HOW MANY DAYS ARE IN LENT?

Lent is a time of preparation for the death of Christ on Good Friday and His
Resurrection on Easter Sunday. It is a period of 40 days of repentance, with prayer,
fasting and abstinence, and Confession.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 46 days before Easter Sunday but is only 40 days long.

How is that? Christ's original disciples, who were Jewish, grew up with the idea that the
Sabbathd the day of worship and of restd was Saturday, the seventh day of the week,
since the account of creation in Genesis says that God rested on the seventh day.

Christ rose from the dead, however, on Sunday, the first day of the week, and the early
Christians, starting with the apostles (those original disciples), saw Christ's Resurrection
as a new creation, and so they transferred the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday.

Since all Sundaysd and not simply Easter Sundayd were days to celebrate Christ's
Resurrection, Christians were forbidden to fast and do other forms of penance on those
days. Therefore, when the Church expanded the period of fasting and prayer in
preparation for Easter from a few days to 40 days (to mirror Christ's fasting in the
desert, before He began His public ministry), Sundays could not be included in the
count.

Thus, in order for Lent to include 40 days on which fasting could occur, it had to be
expanded to six full weeks (with six days of fasting in each week) plus four extra daysd
Ash Wednesday and the Thursday, Friday, and Saturday that follow it. Six times six is
thirty-six, plus four equals forty. And that's how we arrive at the 40 days of Lent!
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Fundraiser
For

Saint Aloysius
Catholic Church & School

Fridays During Lent
February 26
March 5

After 5:30 p.m.
Stations of the Cross

Fried Catfish (2 fillets)
French Fries
Coleslaw
Hush Puppies
Drinks

Takeouts Available $8.00 Adults
$4.00 Children (1 fillet

School Cafetea




